[Structure of alveolar bone during tooth eruption in the dog: preliminary findings].
The structure of the alveolar bone during the tooth eruption in the young dog mandibles was investigated by microradiographic and polarized light techniques. Around the first erupting molar root a trabecular network of primary alveolar bone, less mineralized than the surrounding cortical one, was found. Numerous calcified spicules parallel one to others radiate out the spongiosa near the periodontal ligament. The collagen fiber bundles of the alveolar, woven, bone are continuous with the periodontal ligament ones. This finding indicates that the alveolar bone increases by ossification of the periodontal ligament. Therefore the latter is the forming alveolar bone substratum. The trabeculae of the occlused premolar alveolar bone are ticker and more mineralized. This modification of the occlused tooth alveolar bone could be related to the occlusal stresses.